It was therefore decided to examine a number of patients attending the outpatients department who were being treated with betamethasone disodium phosphate 0 1 per cent. in a water-miscible base or betamethasone disodium phosphate 0 1 per cent. and neomycin sulphate B.P. 0.5 per cent. in a water-miscible base, or who had been treated with these substances (Betnesol or Betnesol-N., Glaxo Laboratories) during the past 2 years, for not less than 2 months. None of the patients was or had been treated with systemic steroids.
Material and Methods 87 patients (136 eyes) attended a series of special clinics for review. Table I shows the age and sex distribution; mean age 505 years (range 15 to 78). The patients' pupils were dilated with homatropine 1 per cent. and cocaine 2 per cent. and the lenses were examined by means of a modern Zeiss slit lamp.
Results
Only two cases of posterior subcapsular cataract were detected: one in a case of episcleritis in which it had been noted before treatment, and the other in a patient suffering from anterior uveitis. The latter finally developed complete cataract, a not unusual occurrence in this disease in any case. Table III shows what happened to the cases of anterior uveitis, a condition in which one might expect the development of posterior subcapsular and posterior cortical opacities. Only one of the twenty cases developed these lens opacities and very soon a complete cataract had formed. It is particularly interesting to note that none of the eight eyes treated for more than one year developed posterior subcapsular cataract and that five of them showed no opacities at all. In fact, three eyes had been treated for more than 3 years and yet remained quite clear. Summary 136 eyes treated with Betnesol or Betnesol-N. drops or ointment at least twice daily for various lengths of time in excess of 2 months were examined for posterior subcapsular cataract. Two cases were detected. In one the cataract had been present before treatment, and the other was a case of uveitis. Attention is drawn to the fact that, of eight eyes treated for uveitis for more than one year, five showed no opacities whatsoever and three of these had been treated for 3 years or more. 
